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At day 60, these golden damsels could be considered market-size. Perhaps

they will add a splash of color to our 80,000-gallon snorkel tank this

summer. Photo by Todd Gardner

A golden damselfish watches over her nest on a gorgonian skeleton. Photo by

Joe Yaiullo
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Their tendency to build nests on coral skeletons may make

Amblyglyphidodon  species a questionable choice for some reef keepers.

Photo by Joe Yaiullo

Unfortunately, I must mention one negative habit of this mostly-reef-safe species. Although it is

relatively peaceful for a Pomacentrid and does not have an appetite for desirable reef invertebrates,

spawning pairs occasionally strip the tissue off part of an Acropora branch and use it as a nest site.

This is not a problem in our 20,000-gallon reef tank, where an army of coral-eating fishes is no

match for the growth of our scleractinians, however it's easy to understand how a hobbyist with a

small reef tank might not tolerate this behavior. I never asked the donor, but I can't help but wonder

if that has something to do with why we received the donation in the first place. The good news is,

once a pair has decided on a nesting site, they usually stick with it. The pair that is responsible for

the spawn shown in photo #10 has been using this site for more than six months without further

damage to the coral. They may even help to protect the coral colony on which they spawn by keeping

algae off the exposed skeleton, eating parasites, and chasing away coral grazers.

Three subsequent spawns have been removed, hatched, and reared since the original trial, all

without the use of copepods, and all with survivorship approaching 100%. The ease with which A.

aureus has been reared in these preliminary trials suggests that it may be a suitable species for

aquaculture. We shipped part of the first brood to our friend, Bill Addison, owner of C-quest marine

ornamental fish farm in Puerto Rico, so hopefully, captive-bred golden damselfish will soon be

available in your local fish store.
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