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Chondrus chrispus

One red algae, although not a macro algae, is encrusting coralline algae. Common to the tropics,

encrusting coralline algae is absent from Long Island waters. As you move north away from Long

Island, encrusting coralline algae becomes common once again. Even though encrusting red

corallines are absent, we do have a macro coralline alga, Corallina officinalis, better know as coral

weed. Unlike the encrusting species, it grows as fan-like tuffs reaching only a couple inches in

length. When found washed up on the beach, it is white in color and will crumble in you hand when

you pick it up.

Two other species of red algae commonly found around Long Island and ranging to the tropics are,

Agardhiella tenera and Gracilaria foliifera. Both species are delicately branched and their color can

vary from a bright red to almost brown. They can be found attached to rocks or shells, but are more

commonly found free floating. They seem to prefer calm waters where they are less likely to be

washed ashore.

Agardhiella tenera

Too often marine macro algae are only considered to be part of an aquarium's filtration system. They

are tucked deeply away in a refugium under ones aquarium, never to be shown as proudly as the

main tank. Many of these algae are extremely beautiful, and deserve their own display. Although

they do pose some challenges in keeping them, it can be done and I will share with you how to keep

them in a future article.
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them in a future article.

This is the macro algae tank I care for at Atlantis Marine World and will go

into more detail on the care of such a tank in a future article.

Comments (2)

Sort by: Date  Rating  Last Activity

·  36 weeks ago

I am amazed at how different the "rocky shores" tank at Atlantis looks now. Any tips on how you keep such a
beautiful tank and what additives you add to the sea water you use.

1 reply ·  active 104883 weeks ago

·  8 weeks ago

Thank you for the kind compliment. Sorry I did not get back sooner, I did not see the comment section. Here is
part II of the tank 
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