














Advanced Aquarist's Online Magazine - Featured Aquarium: Atlantis Marine World 1/15/10 8:49 AM

windows. The dive is done by leaving the SCUBA tank on the tank walkway and using a long

regulator hose and extra weights and then carefully walking around the tank.

As time progressed, I began to realize the tank, while mostly focusing on the corals, could also be
about the fish as well. Watching some natural behaviors, and given the size of the tank, adult sizes of
the fish were being recognized and with that came courtship and regular spawning events. Courtship
and spawning events have been observed with the hippo and yellow tangs, a variety of wrasses
including the cleaner wrasses, genicanthus angels, cardinal fishes, damsels and clownfish, and the
anthias. To date we have not collected any of the eggs. Engineer gobies have spawned and the young
have been removed from the tank and reared. I spoke to colleague Kevin Curlee and that lead to an
exciting visit from Dr. Eugenie Clark who has been researching the “gobies” in the wild. At the time
of writing (8-06), eggs from the damsel Amblyglyphidodon aureus (species?) have been removed

and are currently being reared, which is the first documented case that we can find.

The coral growth, especially the sps has been explosive the past two years which has lead to other

thoughts on what fish could be considered “reef safe.” I have always been fascinated with the orange

http://www.advancedaquarist.com/2007/2/aquarium Page 14 of 18



Advanced Aquarist's Online Magazine - Featured Aquarium: Atlantis Marine World 1/15/10 8:49 AM

spot filefish and have since introduced them to the reef tank. It appears that two mated pairs have
formed, with two others staying “single” and at times there are several of them interacting in a non
violent manner. They do cruise the tank and graze constantly on the corals, but from what I can see
they don’t do any damage, and may actually help stimulate coral growth with their constant

“pruning.” They do take prepared foods as well, but even when fed they constantly graze.

While talking about foods, the tank is fed a diet primarily of mysis shrimp, Cyclops, spirulina flake
food, New Life Spectrum pellet foods, sandeels, and on occasion frozen rotifers and ESV spray dried
phytoplankton. Because I have many large fish, and some of these include questionable reef fish like
Emperator, Annularis, Majestic, Regal and Blueface Angels, the tank receives several feeds per day,
especially first thing in the morning. Keeping these fish well fed will help minimize them damaging
the reef inverts, as a hungry fish is much more likely to pick on your favorite corals. If I were to do
the tank over again, I would have actually made it 4 feet deeper so the fish would have more of a
water column for their courtship and spawning and probably make it longer, but probably wouldn’t

make it any wider.
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As I've said, I am a Coralaholic and have no desire to be cured. My reef tank is my baby and mistress
in one. Reef keeping is certainly a science, coupled with art and I view the reef tank as something
that needs to be constantly designed for both form and function. The corals and fish form a living
palette of color to play with, and that palette is truly dynamic by nature. What worked the first few
years will probably not work in the subsequent years, and one must always be open to change and
adaptation. Not that I play chess, but reefkeeping is much like a really intense chess match. You need
to stay at least 20 moves ahead of your opponent just to stay in the game... not to win... but to just
hopefully stay in the game. So enjoy your reef tank, but don’t get too comfortable as your “opponent”
is just waiting for you to make a wrong move. Stay ahead of your opponent and you both can stay in

the game for many years to come.
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Jennifer - 35 weeks ago
WOW! I know where my next trip will be!
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